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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ANKARA 03103 220535Z 
ACTION SNM-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO INR-10 /028 W 

011922 231044Z/14 

R 211013Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
TO USCUSTOMS SERVICE WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1615 
DEA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS ANKARA 3103 


Message Text 


CUSTOMS FOR FLETCHER I. POTTER, JR., DIRECTOR INTERNATIONAL 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 


STATE FOR S/NM AND EUR/SE 

DEA FOR W. LEAMY 

ROME FOR CUSTOMS ATTACHE 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, TU, US 

SUB J : US CUSTOMS INC EXECUTIVE OBSERVATION PROGRAM FOR TURKEY 


1 . IN RECENT CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, DOGAN AKIN. DIRGEN 
FOR INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS IN TURKISH CUSTOMS, CONFIRMED 
THAT HE EXPECTS TO BE ABLE TO ACCEPT INVITATION EXTENDED BY 
US CUSTOMS. HE NOTED, HOWEVER. THAT MINISTER OF CUSTOMS 
AND MONOPOLIES, TUNCAY MATARACI. AND THE NEWLY APPOINTED 
UNDER SECRETARY FOR CUSTOMS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ACCEPT 
INVITATION BECAUSE THEY ARE NEW TO THEIR POSITIONS AND 
UNABLE TO COMMIT THEMSELVES TO AN ABSENCE FROM TURKEY 
AT THIS TIME. WITH THE PERMISSION OF US CUSTOMS, AKIN SAID 
THAT TURKISH CUSTOMS WOULD LIKE RECAI ERK, DEPUTY UNDER 
SECRETARY OF CUSTOMS AND TURKEY S SECOND HIGHEST RANKING 
CUSTOMS OFFICIAL, TO VISIT THE US AND PARTICIPATE IN THE INC 
EXECUTIVE OBSERVATION PROGRAM. EXACT TIME WHEN EFK AND 
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AKIN CAN TRAVEL IS NOT YET SET, BUT EMBOFF HAS IMPRESSED 
ON AKIN NEED FOR EARLIEST POSSIBLE NOTIFICATION. AKIN SAID 
HE HOPES TRAVEL CAN BE INITIATED IN MID-MAY OR EARLY JUNE. 


2. EMBASSY URGES THAT US CUSTOMS APPROVE SUBSTITUTION OF 
DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY ERK FOR MINISTER. WE BELIEVE 
TURKISH CUSTOMS HAS CHOSEN INDIVIDUAL THEY EXPECT TO DERIVE 
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GREATEST BENEFIT FROM PROGRAM OFFERED. 
DILLON 
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